
A Case For Removing Toniata From The List Of Possible School Closures 
 
My name is Missy Ross Brown. I’m both a parent of two Toniata students and a former 
Toniata graduate. I was very saddened to see our school’s name on the list of schools 
slated for possible closure. It was shocking considering how the school is thriving in 
both numbers and in spirit. I’d like to take this opportunity to say a few words about why 
Toniata should be allowed to remain open. 
 
Toniata is like a second home and its staff is like a second family to our students. I know 
Trustee McMillan mentioned that “while small is good, too small is a huge issue”. In our 
case “small is good”. In fact, it’s great! I think it important to remember that not all kids 
are going to be able to thrive in a big, consolidated, super-school atmosphere. A smaller 
school allows for every teacher to know every child and their family. It allows students 
the ability to try out for sports teams and have a greater chance of making the team. It 
allows each class more time for physical education in the gym or time in the learning 
commons. Our school puts on a very successful musical each year and having a 
smaller number of students allows for everyone to be involved if they wish to do so. I’m 
afraid our students who are used to this atmosphere will be negatively impacted by the 
loss of these opportunities if our school is closed. 
 
Speaking of our school musical, it has become a very important part of our school and 
the community. Students in the younger grades look forward to the year that they are 
finally able to be part of such an exciting project. In a time when, unfortunately, funding 
for music and arts education in schools is dwindling, this is a very important opportunity 
for our children.  It is obviously a very wanted opportunity as well. That we have so 
many students, staff and volunteers willing to give up lunch recesses for months to 
rehearse proves that there is a need to offer students an artistic outlet in the school. I’m 
so grateful that our staff recognizes the importance of this learning experience. 
 
And, we, the families and community, also gain from their efforts. We get to see our 
children and their friends stretching their wings in a way that’s not always available at 
other schools. One look at those young faces beaming with pride as they take their 
bows proves how invaluable these productions are to our school. It is such a wonderful 
thing for the community to get to experience as well. When it comes time to perform the 
show at BCI it’s often to a packed house. The auditorium is filled with family, friends, 
community members, students from other schools and residents of local nursing and 
retirement homes. I know I’m not the only one who tears up when I see all their hard 
work come together on that stage.  
  
The school board talks about “Building for the Future.” Well, that’s what our school 



musicals help to do. They help build confidence in our students and teach them skills 
they can use in the future. And, they help build the future of theatre in Brockville. These 
are students who may want to get involved with Brockville’s theatre community down 
the road. 
 
While our musical is one of the things that sets Toniata apart and makes it worth saving, 
it’s not the only thing. One of its most important assets is its location. It is situated in a 
quiet, residential corner of the city where kids can learn and play safely without 
distractions. The proposal is to consolidate Toniata with Commonwealth and move 
Toniata’s 200-plus students downtown. Our students would be forced to move away 
from their idyllic school environment to one that’s located on a busy thoroughfare 
between a factory to its east and a hospital that is undergoing construction to the west. 
There’s also a railroad track directly to the North and a funeral home to south-west 
which adds yet more traffic to the area. Commonwealth also shares its school yard with 
nearby Brockville Collegiate Institute. I would assume there are times that the field is 
unavailable to the elementary students because of high school gym classes and team 
sports.  
 
In contrast, Toniata’s playground is what every school yard should strive to be. It is a 
huge, private, tree lined property that offers our students lots of room to run and explore 
in a safe environment. The addition of our butterfly garden and apple tree also provide 
the opportunity for expanded learning outside. Our school yard also has multiple play 
structures (2 new ones paid for by fundraising efforts), soccer fields, baseball diamond, 
long jump pits, basketball courts and paved pad for games like skipping and 4-square. 
These allow for excellent physical education, successful cross country and track and 
field teams and happy, active recesses. The availability of these athletic opportunities in 
combination with the theatre and music experiences at our school help us to develop 
very well-rounded graduates. 
 
It seems, from what I’ve read and heard, that excess space is the main impetus for 
making all the proposed changes and for closing schools. As you’re aware Toniata is 
sitting at 95% capacity (one of the highest in the city.) And, that is not projected to 
change any time in the near future. And, while there are challenges because of its 
multiple levels, the school is in good condition. I believe it would be worth investing in 
Toniata to make it more accessible. It is such a wonderful, successful school; it would 
be a shame to take it away from the students, families and neighbourhood who love it. It 
is the heart of Britannia Heights and I would expect its closure would have a devastating 
effect on the neighbourhood. Its closure might also prompt families to opt to send their 
children to J.L. Jordan, the catholic elementary school nearby. 
 



I urge you to reconsider the closure of Toniata. I’m sure there is a better solution. 
Maybe do the rebuild at our location so that Commonwealth students could enjoy the 
wonderful qualities that our students already enjoy. I recognize that might not be as 
easy, but it would be worth it for the children’s sake. This option would open up space at 
Commonwealth which could be used for other by the School Board in other ways. 
Perhaps instead of renting space on Central Avenue for the Board Office they could be 
housed at Commonwealth. And, similarly, instead of placing TR Leger students at St. 
Lawrence college, why couldn’t they use Commonwealth? That way rental costs would 
come down, the sports field would still available for BCI, and TR LEGER students could 
take advantage of the Early Years Centre and licensed day care on site.  
 
Or, you could simply allow Toniata to remain as it is and watch it continue along it’s 
already successful path. 
 
Thank you. 


